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“Batik Between Tradition and Modernity: An Analytical Reading of the
Works of Batik Artists in the Arab World”

Abstract:

Batik is considered one of the oldest techniques for decorating and patterning fabric. It relies on using wax as a resist to
prevent dyes from penetrating specific areas of the cloth, allowing for the creation of intricate and diverse designs. This art
form originated on the island of Java in Indonesia, where natural materials such as wax and plants were used to dye and fix
colors onto textiles. Batik has since been recognized by UNESCO as an intangible cultural heritage due to its cultural and
artistic significance.

Over time, batik spread to other parts of Asia, such as India and China, and to the African continent, particularly in Nigeria
and Ghana, where local communities developed distinctive styles featuring symbols and patterns rooted in their own cultures.
In the West, there has been growing interest in batik, especially in countries like the Netherlands, the UK, and the United
States, where contemporary schools emerged aiming to blend traditional batik techniques with modern artistic styles such as
abstract painting and digital printing. In the Arab context, batik began to appear during the second half of the 20th century,
in parallel with the rise of the modernist movement in applied arts. It has emerged as a medium for artistic and cultural
expression, particularly among Arab female artists who have used it to highlight issues of identity, belonging, and society.
A notable example is the Egyptian artist Samira El-Sharif, who employs shades of blue and green in her works to reflect a
connection with nature and the environment, while simultaneously addressing social issues with feminist and cultural
dimensions. Studies of Arab artworks in this field reveal a dual approach: on one hand, there is a commitment to the
traditional visual identity of batik, and on the other, a growing tendency toward experimentation and innovation using new
materials and techniques. In this way, textiles become expressive surfaces that convey multiple social and cultural messages,
giving batik a dynamic character that blends heritage with modernity.

Key words: Batik Art, Tradition, Modernity.
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